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had no power to perform. It is a sad reflection on the super-
stition and cruelty of human nature that men so shrewd, so
pious, and in many ways so wise as the Puritan Governors,
magistrates, and Ministers of the North American colonies,
should have taken part in these ghastly trials in which neither
justice nor truth had any part.

During that period of terror no man or woman was safe, for
the malevolence of a private enemy might lead to an accusa-
tion of witchcraft, when the most innocent acts could be
construed into evidence of traffic with the Arch-fiend, and
when the brow-beating of superstitious magistrates could twist
the answers of ignorant and frightened people into an admission
of guilt.

The epidemic of the witchcraft craze was most virulent at
Salem, hi Massachusetts. It was started by the peculiar case'
of Elizabeth Knapp, who was observed, it is said, ' to carry
herself in a strange and unwonted manner.' She was accus-
tomed to shriek in horror or with laughter for no apparent
reason, and to throw herself violently upon the ground. She
was subject to delusions, declaring that one of her fellow-
citizens, a man of known goodness of character, had come
down the chimney and struck her with a stick. No one
believed in this story, as far as the man himself was con-
cerned, but many shook their heads and talked about the
devil. Of course the woman was merely mad, but the
Puritans thought it was a case of demoniacal possession.
'Divers, when they had opportunity, pressed her to declare
what might be the true and real occasion of these amazing fits.'
Tormented by the questions put to her by these solemn, stupid
people, it is no wonder that the poor creature became madder
than before, and at last she horrified as well as gratified her
inquisitors (who felt a satisfaction in having their dark suspi-
cions confirmed) by all sorts of tales about midnight rides on a
black dog with eyes in its back, and a dreadful compact with
the Evil One,

This case was described m full detail by a Massachusetts